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For your Information. 

1. In report on the hostile activity of tourists visiting Hungary 

It was noted that an Stall HCOTKANB, born In 1911# a citizen of the German 
Federal Republic, residing In Vest Berlin, who traveled systematically to 
Hungary as a Journalist and businessman was suspected of working with the 
British Intelligence Service. In 1944 when he was an officer in the German 
Intelligence Service residing in Budapest he was reported to be an agent of 
the British Intelligence Service. Just before the beginning of the revolt 
he traveled to Hungary as a Journalist. In Hovesaber 1959 the security organs 
of the Hungarian Peoples Republic arrested his contact * a Hungarian citizen, 
who under Interrogation admitted that he undertook espionage activity from 
1956 on instructions of B&TittJffi. HGFMAVH was primarily Interested in mili- 
tary and political information. 

2. As a result of tfce above we specifically queried C— Q concerning 

Dr. Wmil HOTMMffl. J recalled that he heard Subject mentioned as a 

suspected agent of tee bbd against whom Section 3, Department I, DB was 
running an operation. HOmtAHH occasionally visited the Poznan fairs, at 
which time he was closely survellled and Investigated. Source recalled having 
discussed the case with Colonel Henryk SOXQLAK . C' J former deputy 

chief (now chief) of Department I, UB, who stated that he was personally 
Interested in the case since BQFPMAHH was a former Gestapo officer and an 
unreconstructed Hazl. Source does not know to what extent Section 3 has been 

__ successful In their operation against Subject. He can provide no further 
information about HCWMAHS. 

3* Attached for your information is a resume of Headquarters traces on 
Subject* Headquarters has no objection to your passing the C Jjiata 
contained In this dispatch to the liaison service currently interested In 
Subject. 

c 3 



Attachment : HEHKVHH 

Resume of Traces (6 copies) 

Distributions 

2 - COS/G v/att (2 copies) 

1 - BOfil w/att (l -cpy) 

1 - BOB w/att (1 
1 - MLS w/att (l cpM 
1 - FOB v/att (1 cpy) 



OtSPATCH SYMBOL AND NUMBER 

EGOW-2760 

HEADQUARTERS FH£ NUAA0ER 



S-E-C-R-E-T 




SOURCESMETHOOSEXEMPT ION 382S 
NAZ I WAR CR IMES 01 SCIQSURE ACT 
SATE 2007 
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Resume of Headquarters Traces 00 Dr* Sail RCOTMAMB 



L, Dr* Btatl Fridolln HOFFMANB bom 10 October 1911 la Westphalia, 
Germany Is a veil known legal traveller and Coat -West trader. Prior 
to 19^5 he was employed In the German Propaganda Ministry and as 
Press Attache at the German Babas ay In Bucharest. Following his 
release fren a British detention camp In 19^7, jJOtFBHAUB became a 
member of Banheimer-Krels (Bauhels Circle), a group of unrecon- 
structed Basis who desired to become the nucleus of a new national 
socialist political organisation. When a number of these Xrels 
members vere arrested by the British for subversive activity SQfTHAHH 
disassociated himself from the group. 

2* In the eprlng of I 9 A 9 HOFFMAHK was the Chief of the Frankfurt/ 
Main office of the enti-coBBruniat newspaper Bcho der Woe he which 
vas published In Munich. Re also wrote articles for the Wirtachofte- 
revue, s foreign trade Journal published In Constate. Later 30IYMAHB 
moved to West Berlin to become the representative for the ttacdelsge- 
sellschaft Atlas (Atlas trading Co.) and Imhausen and Co., both of 
which vere Involved in cast/vest conmerce. Atlas was at one time 
of Interest to K0BAHX as a source of funds for coomnnlat activity in 
West Germany. Because HQF5KAHH*s ccomerci&l dealings brought him 
into contact with may particularly shady personalities (among them, 
the former Director of the Foreign Trade Section in the pre -Communist 
Hungarian Foreign Ministry, Lasalo YASARHELII, presently a Swedish 
citizen he came under suspicion by western Intelligence services as 
an agent for the opposition. In 1953 be left Berlin to live in Mahlcm 
near Bonn. He remained there until the fall of 1955 and during this 
time wrote articles for the Volksvirt, a Frankfurt foreign trade and 
economic journal, as veil as completing his book, Bast/West Trade at 
Twilight which revealed that he Is a bitter enemy of Adenauer** " 
foreign policy and the U.S. which in his view had dictated the for- 
eign policy. 

3* According to an unconfirmed report, EOFFMAKB'a anti -American! m 
Is based upon the erroneous belief that U.S. organizations in Berlin, 
Jealous of his position In trade circles, denounced him ss an agent 
for the east and unjustly harassed, in fact drove him out of Be rl in 
in 1953* Both QDQPAL and LfY conducted investigations of HOFFMABH 
in early 1950a since he was deeply involved In semi -legal cart /vest 
trade and associated with proven MfS operatives. The LfY took up 
HGFIKAHIi's passport travel outside Germany ls$os*lble which 

resulted In curtailing his business trips as veil as his income. 



4. Although continuing to reside legally In Kchlem, HOTNAHB re- 
turned to Berlin as a foreign trad© consultant -representative for 



several east/vest time and as a Joumali&t specialising In eastern 
economic natters . He maintains a prof tssiooal and social liaison 
with all satellite missions In both Bast and Vest Berlin and fre- 
quently entertains mashers of the Polish! Catch and Jugoslav Mill - 
tax? Missions In Vest Berlin. Be Is a charter member of tbs 
Dtutschc-Cblneslaoho Ocsellschaft and In 19 5^ was spending a great 
deal of tlas promoting trade with Bed Cblca. 

5. Varying reports Identify Subject as possibly having been a 
British and/or American agent in the earl y 195 0* « An fcfV source 
reported that the Bus elans were aware of BOPTHABB'a work with 
American Intelligence and instructed him to move to Mehlen in or* 
der to divert the suspicion of his cooperation with BIS. Clandes- 
tine contact with the Russians, however! was nalntalnsd by HOFFMAHS 
in Mahlsm daring the two years that he lived there. In Docetfeer 
19^9/jsnasry i960 both SO and SHOTS expressed an "Investigative 
Interest’ - In HOFFHAKH vherefcy SHOTS reque sted CALLXXAK coverage on 
him. There Is no further record of HOriWAHB after this date. 



